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Branch Pond Association Mission Statement 
Branch Pond Association (BPA) is a non-profit organization 
founded to protect the water quality of the Branch Lake Water-
shed and is committed to the following: 
 Enhance water quality and the livability of the lake environment. 
 Threat response to the watershed’s health and well-being. 
 Work in concert with the Branch Pond Road Associations in an 

effort to obtain reasonable services and correct run-off problems 
that endanger water quality. 

Branch Pond Association Annual Meeting 
Please join us at the 2016 BPA Annual Meeting to stay up-to-date 
on the most current news and events happening around the lake!  
Please note, this year there is a change in location: 
 

Moore Community Center 
125 State Street 
Ellsworth, ME 

August 4, 2016 @ 6:30 PM 

Connect with Branch Pond Association Online 
We welcome everyone to visit the BPA 
website to stay up-to-date on news and 
events throughout the year. Also, con-
nect with us on Facebook by giving our 
Branch Pond Association page a “Like,” 
and follow us on Instagram under the 
username: @BranchPondME. Please 
share your Branch Pond photos using the 
hashtag: #branchpondme -  you may 
see them featured on our website, social 
media feeds, or even our next newsletter! 

www.branchpondme.com 

Branch Pond Association 
P.O. Box 601 
Ellsworth, ME 04605 

www.branchpondme.com 

Branch Pond Association 
Officers 
President: Walt Jonsson 
Vice President: Rand Griffin 
Secretary: Kelly Maltz 
Treasurer: Pat Edsall 
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A Letter from the President 
 
“Keeping Branch Lake The Way It Should Be” 
 
Branch Lake continues to be a pristine body of 
water enjoyed by all. Swimming, boating, fishing, 
friendships are among the many activities and hap-
penings that we appreciate and hold dear. It’s a 
wonderful place. 
 

We thank the 113 members who joined the Asso-
ciation as members in 2015 and look forward to an 
even larger membership in 2016. 
 

The Branch Pond Association plays an important 
role in helping keep our lake in the condition it is. 
By working with the City of Ellsworth and State 
of Maine environmental organizations, we can be 
depended upon to do our part. 
 

We monitor twenty-four areas on the lake for inva-
sive plants plus any other problems we might dis-
cover. Fifteen areas are annually patrolled to count 
the loon population. Why? If the loons are here it 
is a strong indication the water and the environs 
are healthy. 
 

Not much training is required to learn what a loon 
looks like, but the Association has a big task in 
organizing the Invasive Plant Patrollers, seeing 
that they are properly trained and providing mate-
rial such as manuals and tools. 
 

All of this requires volunteers and funds. Please 

become a member, maybe at a patronage level. 
Best of all, become a volunteer. You’ll meet a lot 
of nice people. You can be an Invasive Plant Pa-
trol “Ranger”. We typically can use up to fifty 
Rangers. A nifty T-shirt comes with the job. 
Check out our website for details. Click on; 
branchpondme.com.  
 

One last item that I would like to cover with you.  
Our legal name is now Branch Lake Association 
Inc. Now we realize that many of us refer to our 
body of water as Branch Pond. We did not intend 
to change our name, however, in the process of 
cleaning up some legalities, we discovered our non
-profit, tax exempt status had expired and we were 
required to start anew and reapply to the State of 
Maine and the IRS.  We did, and found that 
Branch Pond, a body of water just east of China 
Lake, had filed for and received this status under 
the name, Branch Pond Association.  It was no 
longer available, forcing us to use Branch Lake 
Association, Inc. Actually it does make sense, but 
old customs die hard. We intend to continue to do 
business as the BPA, Branch Pond Association, 
for the foreseeable future. 
 

We all look forward to your continued support and 
anticipate even more people joining us as mem-
bers in 2016. Branch Lake and you benefit greatly. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Walt Jonsson 
President, Branch Lake Association, Inc. 

  
BPA Road Representatives 

Bor Way: Bob Beal 
Branchview Drive: Patty Riley 
Branchview Drive North: Chuck Rohn 
Cove Way: Pam Dodge & Jake Ward 
Hansen’s Landing: TBD 
Loon Cove: Brad Fletcher 
Phillips Way: Andy Britt 
Sargent Drive: Dick Dudley 
Walls Farm Way: Scott Irvin 
Wilson Way: Bret Johnston 

Reach out to your BPA 
Road Representative to 
learn more about BPA 
membership, merchandise, 
lake activities, or new col-
laboration efforts!   



   Branch Pond Association— Spring 2016        3 

Aerial Photo - Terry Holland 

Branch Pond Association Summer Calendar 
 

BPA Garden Tour & Plant Swap 
1:00PM-3:00PM, Norcush Gardens, 28 Tannery Brook Way 
Join us for the inaugural BPA Garden Tour and Plant Swap!  For more information 

contact Pam Dodge at: pamdodge51@gmail.com 
Invasive Plant Patrol Rangers Meeting 
3:00PM-5:00PM, 248 Branchview Drive (by boat, west of West Point, many flags) 
BPA’s Invasive Plant Patrol Leader, David Edsall, will host an IPP Ranger meeting 

at his residence to review area assignments, ranger maps, and other important information.  
Newcomers are encouraged to get involved in the program and help protect our lake! 

Annual Branch Pond Loon Count 
7:00AM-7:30AM, Branch Pond 
Please join us for the Annual Loon Count on Branch Pond!  In coordination with the 

National Audubon Society, BPA organizes a full canvas of the lake to conduct our loon count.  
For more information, contact Chairperson Cathy Blair at: catbird710@gmail.com .  

BPA Annual Meeting 
6:30PM, Moore Community Center, 125 State Street Ellsworth, ME 
Join us for the BPA Annual Meeting!  Come discuss the 2015 proposed by-laws of 

the BPA, gather with friends, and learn about future BPA initiatives for our lake—see you there! 

AUG  
4 

JULY  
16 

 

JUNE  
05 

JULY  
8 

Branch Pond and Its Loon Life 
 

2015 was another successful year for our Loon 
population on Branch Lake.  We held the annu-
al loon count for Audubon on Saturday, July 
18th from 7 a.m. till 7:30 a.m. Our lake was di-
vided into 15 areas with 15 counter volunteer 
groups. This year we had a total of 13 adults 
and one chick! This is our second year with 
surviving chicks, which is great news.  Our 
young chick was hatched up in Lee Cove. Since 
we had such an early sighting on the chick, we 
were able to add a counter for the morning of 
the 18th in that particular area.     
 
As a side note, there are a few shallow, obscure 
cove areas on our lake that are not necessarily 
covered on our count day. So, if anyone ever 
spots nesting activity or sees newly hatched 
chicks, please report this to me so that I can 
ensure that these chicks are included on our 
count day.   
 
Thank you to all our counters who take the 
time each year to get out on the lake and 
search for loons on the 3rd Saturday of July. 

This coming year our count will be held on Sat-
urday July 16th and as always will be from 7 
a.m. till 7:30 a.m. . Please email me if you have 
an interest in monitoring our loon population 
(catbird710@gmail.com).   What a treat it is to 
partner with the National Audubon Society in 
this way.  
 
Cathy Blair 
BPA Annual Loon Count Chairperson 
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Branch Pond Association Membership 
Please support your Branch Pond Association by renewing, or initiating your membership.  Mem-
bership in the BPA is an important way to remain connected to news about the lake and communi-
ty events.  Importantly, membership dues contribute to the costs of implementing healthy lake ini-
tiatives.  See below for descriptions of the membership levels: 
$20 Member (Standard Membership) - Access to all BPA member services 
$50 Trout Club - BPA membership, newsletter thank-you 
$100 Salmon Club - BPA membership, newsletter thank-you, a Branch Pond mug 
$200 Loon Club - BPA membership, newsletter thank-you, a Branch Pond cinch bag 
$500 Eagle Leadership Circle - BPA membership, newsletter thank-you, a Branch Pond tote bag 
+ 2 Branch Pond mugs 

Membership fees cover only one individual. Please send your completed notice of membership, 
email address, payment, and clear identification of each member’s name and member level to: 

Branch Pond Association c/o Pat Edsall | PO Box 601 | Ellsworth, ME 04605 
 

Thank You! The BPA would like to recognize the following members who so generously con-
tributed as Trout, Salmon, Loon, and Eagle members.  Our thanks to you! 

Eagle Leadership 
Circle 
Rand Griffin 
 

Loon Club 
Brian Blair 
James Herbert 

Mark Verrill 
 

Salmon Club 
William Curran 
Susan DeMaris 
Richard Dudley 
David Edsall 

Brad Fletcher 
Griffin Family 
Sara Hessler 
Holland Family 
Richard Maltz 
Nancy Morris 
Richard Stone 

Trout Club 
Bob Beal 
Basil Closson 
Pat Edsall 
Bruce Hardy 
Bill Higgins 
Walt Jonsson 

Paul Knowlton 
Gary Lewis 
Dennis Mitchell 
Tamela Nabozny 
Tina Osborn 
Dana Whitman 
Mary Wright 

Return of the Branch Pond Sailing Regatta 
 

We are planning to restart the sailing regatta in 2017.  This 
has been a fun Sunday event on the lake! Remembering back 
to summers past - the racing buoys would be set, the sail-
boats would begin to gather, the sounding horn would blare, 
and the race would begin!  Our plan is to recapture this 
Branch Pond tradition, but we’ll need your help.  We request 
that interested sailors volunteer to help plan, participate, 
and organize the regatta activities.  Please consider partici-
pating and lending your expertise in the below areas: 
 Establishment of race rules 
 Officiating & Scoring 

 Boat classification 
 Boat handicapping 

 Race starting procedure 
 Race course determination 

Inaugural BPA Garden Tour and Plant Swap 
 

Join us on June 5th for the first BPA Garden Tour and Plant Swap located at Nor-
cush Gardens, 28 Tannery Brook Way (off of Cove Way).  This event will help kick
-off the summer season on the lake! For more information check the BPA website 
(www.branchpondme.com), or contact Pam Dodge at: pamdodge51@gmail.com . 
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The BPA Privacy Policy 
 

The BPA Board of Directors has approved a privacy policy in regard to all information in our da-
tabase such as names, addresses, email addresses, telephone numbers, etc.. We use this infor-
mation strictly for the operation of the association. Being able to communicate with our members 
and prospective members by mail, newsletters, and email is of paramount importance to keep eve-
ryone up-to-date on what’s going on around the lake. 
 

To view the full details, go to our website, branchpondme.com, and click on; Branch Lake Asso-
ciation Privacy Policy. 

Join BPA and IPP - Prevent the Spread of Invasive Aquatic Species 
 

The reason our lake does not look like the photo to the right is 
in great part due to 14 years of continuous annual patrols 
conducted by our BPA Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) rangers.  
Rather than the usual details about water quality and IPP, I 
will refer you to a few videos http://
www.mainevlmp.org/ .This shows what we do. EVEN 
WAY better is this 8 minute video http://www.mainevlmp.org/
hunt-aquatic-invaders/. The Maine lakes Society http://
mainelakessociety.org/ shows what else you can do to improve Branch Lake besides join our rang-
ers. Please join both organizations and receive http://www.mainevlmp.org/mediaresources/the-water
-column/   their annual newsletter. Without the support of MLS and VLMP we would not exist. We 
need about 5 more rangers. When we are fully staffed, it takes just 2 hours a year once trained –if 
you can paddle or swim, you can be a ranger!. Finally, please visit www.Branchpondme.com for 
more details. Good for teens for community service & to explore a career in Environmental Science. 

          David Edsall 
Thanks to our Rangers!       BPA IPP Ranger Chairperson 

A Melinda Ann Visit 
Last summer, the BPA coordinated 
a visit from the Maine Lakes Soci-
ety’s, Melinda Ann.  Participants 
enjoyed an educational ride around 
Branch Pond, learning about the 
lake’s ecology, techniques for 
monitoring its health, and other 
interesting facts about life in and 
around the body of water we love! 

Susan Bailey 
Cathy Blair 
Bob Beal 
Marsh Drucker 
Pam Dodge 
David Edsall 
Carol Gabranski 

John Gabranski 
Anne Hayes 
Don Hayes 
William Higgins 
Erika Higgins 
Jane Holland 
Terry Holland 

Barb Jonsson 
Walt Jonsson 
Judy McGeorge 
Nancy Morris 
Michael Munzer 
Sue Rylander 
Paul Shapero 

Kim Skaves 
David Skaves 
Chris Warack 
John Wedin 
Ralph Wheden 
Laura Wilson 
...and you! 

http://branchpondme.com
http://www.mainevlmp.org/
http://www.mainevlmp.org/
http://www.mainevlmp.org/hunt-aquatic-invaders/
http://www.mainevlmp.org/hunt-aquatic-invaders/
http://mainelakessociety.org/
http://mainelakessociety.org/
http://www.mainevlmp.org/mediaresources/the-water-column/
http://www.mainevlmp.org/mediaresources/the-water-column/
http://www.branchpondme.com/
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Branch Pond Association Merchandise 
Check out our new BPA merchandise online storefront utilizing CafePress services! You can now 
order even more varieties of BPA products featuring your choice of Branch Pond, Branch Lake, and 
Loon logos. Please visit the BPA merchandise website at: www.cafepress.com/branchlakeshop for 
complete details on product descriptions, ordering, pricing, and delivery information. Proceeds sup-
port the BPA and our ongoing lake stewardship! 


