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Branch Lake Association Mission Statement 

Branch Lake Association (BLAI) is a non-profit organization 

founded to protect the water quality of the Branch Lake Water-

shed and is committed to the following: 

 Enhance water quality and the livability of the lake environment. 

 Threat response to the watershed’s health and well-being. 

 Work in concert with the Branch Lake Road Associations in an 

effort to obtain reasonable services and correct run-off problems 

that endanger water quality. 

Branch Lake Association Annual Meeting 

Please join us at the 2017 BLAI Annual Meeting to stay up-to-

date on the most current news and events happening around the 

lake!  Please note, the location is the same as last year: 
 

Moore Community Center 

125 State Street 

Ellsworth, ME 

August 3, 2017 @ 6:30 PM 

Connect with Branch Lake Association Online 

We welcome everyone to visit the 

BLAI website to stay up-to-date on 

news and events throughout the year. 

Also, connect with us on Facebook 

by giving our Branch Pond Associa-

tion page a “Like,” and follow us on 

Instagram under the username: 

@BranchPondME. Please share your 

Branch Pond photos using the 

hashtag: #branchpondme -  you 

may see them featured on our web-

site, social media feeds, or even our 

next newsletter! 

Branch Lake Association 
P.O. Box 601 
Ellsworth, ME 04605 

www.branchpondme.com 

Branch Lake Association 
Officers 

President: Rand Griffin 

Vice President: David Edsall 

Vice President: Chris Warack 

Secretary: Kelly Maltz 

Treasurer: Pat Edsall 
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A Letter from the President 
 

“Protecting our lake while enhancing our lives” 
 

Greetings.  I am writing this letter on the eve of 

our Nation’s 45th Inauguration. Like our Nation, 

Branch Lake Association (dba: Branch Pond Asso-

ciation) also had a peaceful and orderly transition 

of power last year. We want to thank Walt Jonsson 

for his leadership, organizational skills, and his 

outstanding communication outreach. During his 2 

year tenure, we increased our lake monitoring ac-

tivities, increased our membership to 130 individ-

uals, improved our financial position, and 

strengthened our organizational structure. 

 

The lake has never been healthier—but there is 

still much to do. 

 

As you will see throughout our newsletter, a con-

sistent theme is our dependency and appreciation 

of our volunteers. We encourage you to get in-

volved, whatever your interest may be. Your life 

will be more fulfilled and you will meet great peo-

ple. And our lake will be better because of you. 

 

Our residents at the lake are diverse, coming from 

27 states, DC, and 2 other countries. And yet we 

are all bonded by our love of the lake. Branch 

Lake Association is the 501c3 organization fo-

cused on protecting our lake through monitoring 

for invasive plants; coordinating with the City of 

Ellsworth and the State of Maine environmental 

groups on quarterly testing of water quality; par-

ticipating in the annual loon count (for an indica-

tion of a healthy lake); and taking on issues that 

affect the quality of life around the lake. 

 

You will recall our successful efforts in the past to 

secure a boat ramp that would include inspection 

to protect against invasive plants transmittal. A 

component of protecting our lake is protecting our 

property values. We have all seen the video on 

what a milfoil threat can do to a lake’s quality, 

with severe financial impact on property values. 

Similarly, excessive property taxes can erode 

property values by decreasing the affordability of 

our properties, hence decreasing the value. At the 

request of the Association members at the annual 

meeting last year, we have undertaken an exten-

sive review, over the next several years, of the 

City of Ellsworth property taxes. The goal is to 

determine if there are grounds for action to chal-

lenge the assessments, on behalf of all Branch 

Lake property owners, and thus seek a collective 

tax abatement. We will need your enthusiastic sup-

port as we examine this important issue. 

 

Please note in our newsletter a new term, “Café 

Press.” This innovative approach to merchandising 

allows you to order on demand, while we elimi-

nate inventory carrying costs and increase our 

merchandising offerings. We encourage you to try 

it out. We profit from your participation, and your 

friends will admire your new look. We also do 

have some remaining inventory on hand. 

 

We look forward to your continued support and 

urge all of you to join as members of our wonder-

ful association. We anticipate that 2017 will be a 

year of moving forward on a number of initiatives 

while enhancing our overall lake experiences. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Rand Griffin 

President, Branch Lake Association, Inc. 

Not all of us are accus-
tomed to seeing the lake 
covered with snow and 
ice. As of March, NOAA 
reported that Branch 
Lake has received over 
70” of snow this winter! 
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Aerial Photo - Terry Holland 

Branch Lake Association Summer Calendar 
 

47th Annual Maine Lakes Conference 

Wells Conference Center | Orono, ME 

Attend the Maine Lakes Association annual meeting to learn more about their cur-

rent operations and support to lakes around the state with topics regarding legislation, member-

ship recruitment, scientific information, and other areas of interest. 

Invasive Plant Patrol Rangers Meeting 

3:00PM, 248 Branchview Drive (1 mile west of state boat ramp—lots of flags) 

BLAI’s Invasive Plant Patrol Leader, David Edsall, will host an IPP Ranger meet-

ing at his residence to review area assignments, ranger maps, and other important information.  

Newcomers are encouraged to get involved in the program and help protect our lake! 

Annual Branch Lake Loon Count 
7:00AM-7:30AM, Branch Pond 

Please join us for the Annual Loon Count on Branch Lake!  In coordination with 

the National Audubon Society, BLAI organizes a full canvas of the lake to conduct our loon 

count.  For more information, contact Chairperson Cathy Blair at: catbird710@gmail.com .  

VLMP Annual Lake Monitoring Conference 

9:00AM, The Great Outdoors | Turner, ME 

Attend the VLMP Annual Conference to learn more about the health of Maine’s 

lakes, and the status of this volunteer-led organization and their activities to monitor and protect 

over 200 of the states lakes. The conference is free for certified lake monitors, $20 for students/

seniors, and $35 for all others. 

BLAI Annual Meeting 

6:30PM, Moore Community Center | 125 State Street Ellsworth, ME 

Join us for the BLAI Annual Meeting!  Come discuss our plans for the coming 

year, meet our new President, gather with friends, and learn about future BLAI initiatives for 

our lake.  Join us for a social at 6:30PM before our 7:00PM meeting start! 

AUG  

3 

JULY  

8 

JUNE  

24 

JULY 

29 

JULY  

15 

There is no doubt that this lake we all love has a photogenic side.  We have some great photos shared with us 

through our Instagram account—username: branchpondme.  Below are a few of the most popular entries: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us online and share your favorite Branch Pond photos using the tag: #branchpondme 
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Branch Lake Association Membership 

Please support Branch Lake Association by renew-

ing, or initiating your membership.  Membership in 

the BLAI is an important way to remain connected 

to news about the lake and community events 

while supporting health lake initiatives. 

$20 Member (Standard Membership) - Access to 

all BLAI member services 

$50 Trout Club - BLAI membership, newsletter 

thank-you 

$100 Salmon Club - BLAI membership, newslet-

ter thank-you, a Branch Pond mug 

$200 Loon Club - BLAI membership, newsletter thank-you, a Branch Pond cinch bag 

$500 Eagle Leadership Circle - BLAI membership, newsletter thank-you, a Branch Pond tote 

bag + 2 Branch Pond mugs 

Membership fees cover only one individual. Please send your completed notice of membership, 

email address, payment, and clear identification of each member’s name and member level to: 

Branch Lake Association c/o Pat Edsall | PO Box 601 | Ellsworth, ME 04605 

Thank you 2016 

Club Members! 

Eagle Club  

Rand Griffin 

Loon Club 

Brian Blair 

Catherine Blair 

William Curran 

David Edsall 

Patricia Edsall 

Richard Stone 

Mark Verrill 

Salmon Club 

Paul Burr 

Richard Dudley 

Grffin Family 

Susannah Hamers-

ley 

Philip Hamersley 

Michelle Lane 

Kelly Maltz 

Richard Maltz 

Phyllis Matherson 

Cheryl Verrill 

Trout Club 

Don Additon 

Robert Dietz 

Joan Hale DiFluri 

Joseph DiFluri 

Brad Fletcher 

Leslie Fletcher 

Bob Hoffman 

Kathleen Hoffman 

Walter Jonsson 

Phyllis Leeman 

Charlotte Lewis 

Gary Lewis 

John Lyons 

Tina Osborn 

Gregory Sage 

Ellen Whalen 

Branch Lake and Its Loon Life 
 

The 2016 loon count, held on Saturday, July 16th was a pristine, flawless, and beautiful day which 
may have accounted for sighting so many loons in flight.  This really made the counting a bit more 
difficult.  According to Audubon rules, loons can only be counted when they have landed in the 
water and then only counted by the volunteer who monitors that specific lake area. The official 
count was 13 adult loons and we did not have any chicks sighted during the count, though there 
was a report of 2 loon chicks seen after the day of the count in Teachers Cove.  Confirmation by 
another person with photo evidence is needed to officially include them in the count.  That confir-
mation was not produced, so our 2016 Annual Audu-
bon loon count was recorded as 13 adult loons.  We 
had the lake divided into 17 areas monitored by vol-
unteers. Our 2017 count will occur on July 15th and 
will see more volunteers with the lake divided into 20 
areas.  Please contact Cathy Blair if you might be in-
terested in joining us for this annual event! 
Cathy Blair 
BLAI Annual Loon Count Chairperson 



Branch Lake Association—Spring 2017       5 

Join the IPP Ranger Program 
Protect our clear unobstructed waters, 
fishing, and property value. 
 
If we become invaded, this is what Branch 
Lake can look like in any area <20 ft deep. 

We have over 20 infested lakes in Maine. 
The closest is in Kennebec County. These 
11 types of plants and few aquatic animals 
usually arrive on boats that are not well 
cleaned. New Hampshire has more than 
75  infected lakes because they have not 
had an effective monitoring program. 
Maine’s programs have discovered many 
early infections and removed several lakes 
from the invaded list.  
For 17 years we have had the first and 
longest running group to monitor our 
lake.  Our oxygen level is good. Our clarity 
is outstanding at 33 feet. We have no inva-
sive species. Do you want water fleas 
(usually come in by fishing lines) or 12” 
leeches like in Lake Champlain?! We cover 
all areas with two Rangers and some areas 
with three. Each Ranger’s duties take 
about 2 hours on the water and 15 
minutes to fill out a form once they are 
skilled. It takes about 6-10 hours of on wa-
ter and class instruction to become skilled. 
Not all of this has to be done the first year. 
The only requirement is that you can snor-
kel or paddle/row/motor a shallow boat 
and that you are intelligent enough to tell 
the difference between a sedan, pick-up, 

and SUV and call me when you see some-
thing that is not a sedan even if you are 
not sure if it is a pick-up, ten wheeler or 
SUV. You need not learn any names! The 
first level of Ranger is that easy. Thirty 
years ago none of these lakes in New Eng-
land were infected. Learn more via this 8 
minute award winning beautiful video, 
“The Hunt for Aquatic Invaders.” 
http://www.mainvlmp.org/ipp-jumpstart/ 
 

We have 24 areas to cover and we would 
like two rangers per area. We have 29 
rangers, 18 of whom are active, so we 
need more. 
We also have over 100 private ramps. The 
state ramp has Certified Boat Inspectors 
(CBIs) inspecting over 900 boats. The pri-
vate ramps are where the risk lies. If you 
have a ramp that allows boats from other 
lakes, please take a 30 minute course to 
become a CBI or please consider closing 
your ramp. The state has funds to help in 
that landscaping expense. 
Please join the BLAI and the IPP Ranger 
program! 
Students receive community service credits! 

David Edsall 

BLAI IPP Ranger Director 

Thank you to our 2016 Season Rangers—18 

Certified and 9 Jumpstart Rangers donat-

ing over 100 hours and covering over 500 

acres of our lake! 

Susan Bailey 

Cathy Blair 

Bob Beal 

Judy Blood 

Marsh Drucker 

Pam Dodge 

David Edsall 

Carol & John Gabranski 

Barbara & Brian Griffin 

Anne Hayes 

Bill & Erika Higgins 

Barb & Walt Jonsson 

Lily LaBrecque 

Nancy Morris 

Carol Robertson 

Sue & Paul Rylander 

David & Kim Skaves 

Chris Warack 

John Wedin 

Ralph Wheden 
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Branch Lake Association Merchandise 
Check out our new BLAI merchandise online storefront utilizing CafePress services! You can now 

order even more varieties of products featuring your choice of Branch Pond, Branch Lake, and Loon 

logos. Please visit the BLAI merchandise website at: www.cafepress.com/branchlakeshop for com-

plete details on product descriptions, ordering, pricing, and delivery information. Proceeds support 

the BLAI and our ongoing lake stewardship! 


