
Invasive Plant Patrol    (IPP)    by David Edsall, 

February 2016  Branchview Drive 
 
 A picture is worth a thousand words. Please watch the 8 
minute video "The Hunt for invasive plants." 
 http://www.mainevlmp.org/hunt-aquatic-invaders/      if 

this does not convince you of the importance of the BPA IPP project 
nothing will. This is the main purpose of the Branch Lake Association. I 
lived on one of those infected lakes (Saratoga) Property values drop 
because the recreation is destroyed. We could not swim sail or motor from 
our dock with 6 feet of water!  Property values dropped 25% compared to 
Invasive Aquatic Plant (IAP) free lakes. This was long before the 2007 
housing bust. 
  
There are three aspects of water quality monitoring. One is the 
chemical/sediment/ph/clarity type measures. fortunately since this is a 
town water supply John Wedin monitors this. He is happy to take you out 
on the lake and help him do these measurements periodically. His number 
at the town office is 207-659-3326. Our lake water quality is very good with 
clarity as measured by the Secchi disc at 34 feet in 2015!  
  
            The second aspect of water quality is the surrounding watershed 
that feeds the lake. This affects algae blooms and other pesticide effects. 
Again the town and state helps. But you can help also  Check out LAKE 
SMART http://mainelakessociety.org/2938-2/  This improves water quality 
by changing the landscaping of your shoreline to a more natural state. 
Lawns and exposed dirt ruin our lakes etc. If you close your ramp the 
town may help with money for your landscape project. Contact  Laura 
Wilson laurawilson2468@gmail.com if you are interested in getting your 
Lake Smart project funded.     



  
You might get reimbursed for septic system updates, private boat ramp 
closures and other landscape projects. 
  
This third aspect of water quality is invasive aquatic plants (IAP's)there are 
11 plants that will destroy human fun on the lake as we know it. Fish and 
water safety are not affected. ( just the kinds of fish!! Hope you like carp!! 
You trade Salmon and Trout for Carpe and Bass.) The littoral zone is that 
area when sunlight reaches the bottom ( in our lake about 30-40 feet.) Any 
part of the lake that is shallower than that is socked full with these plants



  
IAP's do not harm water quality. The arguement can be made that they 
improve it because they keep human activity off the lake. So if we want a 
clear open lake to sail swim fish,kayak, row and ski, it is up to us to keep it 
that way.  The town does care about IAP's because they will have reduced 
tax revenue from an infested lake. 
  
There are other invaders like zebra muscles which will clog any pipe in the 
water. There are leeches that can grow to 2 feet in Lake Champlain, nasty 
crayfish and a weird fungus that is toxic and will make you sick if you heat 
the water for a shower or cooking. Northern Vermont has this infection. 
  
The main way lakes become infected are from hitchhiking IAP's on boats 
coming from infected  lakes. There are about  10 ramps that allow outside 
boats to bring these species to the lake ( Zebra mussels will destroy your 
water intake pipes for your house or your boat) so please ANY ONE who 
knows that a boat is going into our lake and it has been in some other body 
of water. Inspect the boat and trailer very closely for any vegetation and 
destroy that vegetation. Then let both get bone dry for a week or two. 



Again we are fortunate in that the state ramp is staffed by 
trained inspectors provided by the town. These inspectors are mostly BPA 
members and live on the lake so they are as interested as any of the rest 
of us. We thank them for their work.   
  
The last line of defense is our IPP ranger force. In 2015 we were 21 strong 
covering 25 sections which when properly inspected takes about 3 hours 
each. 17 of our 21 rangers are certified. The others were new after the 
training course. Our IPP team was started by Don Hayes in 2001 and is 
the oldest and longest continuously inspecting team in the state. Don 
stopped as the lead ranger in 2012 but is still inspecting one of the largest 
sections of the lake. We have a yearly attrition to our force due to death 
and age, so we have yearly needs for new volunteers. Please volunteer. It 
would be good to be fully staffed at 25 rangers. We have never gotten to 
this level. (you get a free snazzy T-shirt.) You can cover your section in 
about 2-4 hours  by swimming , canoe ( we have a glass bottom one you 
can borrow.) , kayak ( we have a glass bottom one of these also but a 
scope is better. We will provide the scope.)   We will do it with you until you 
are comfortable with the plant i.d. process yourself. We strive to inspect 
every littoral part of the lake with two rangers, one of whom is 
certified. Every ramp area is inspected with three rangers. The state ramp 
we use 4.  We encourage each ranger to become certified but it is not 
necessary. We have about 12 certified rangers and another 10 newbees. 
  
 We do not expect you to i.d. plant. It is like asking you to go into a parking 
lot and find pickups an d sport cars. Even if you have never seen one you 
will realize that this vehicle is not like all the SUV's and wagons and 
sedans you have seen. Then ask a certified ranger to come look. That's it!  
It is easy. You can learn that even if you can't tell a Toyota from a Chevy or 
a Taurus; or a Tundra from a Ram. It does not matter. Just pick out the 
pickups and sport cars.  If you have no idea what that thing that says 
"FERRARI"  is,  that's fine just ask one of us to look at it.  If you like you 
can get into the weeds - pun intended - and i.d. every species by Latin 
name. The state likes that.  Few of us can do that. But we have back up 
also. We can send a sample to the VLMP for proper I.D. 
  
The state has over 130 water inspectors and > 1000 IPP inspectors ( 567 
trained in 2014 alone). monitoring 450 lakes. This is unique and it has 
prevented many infections. Vermont NY and NH has 100's of infected 
lakes in the last 20 years. Maine has 25! And, we have a lot of lakes!! The 



closest of the 25 infected lake to us is near  Waterville. We had one new 
infected lake in 2015. Before that all the rest are south and west of 
Augusta. The best known is Sebago lake which is now spending lots of 
money in it's loosing battle to control their milfoil. It is possible to win. In 
2014 Maine had two lakes taken of the infected list. But the worse the 
infection the more expensive to clean up.  Saratoga lake in NY is now 
infection free but it cost > $3,000,000 over 15 years, not counting volunteer 
time. AS with many things they kept under funding, too little too late until 
the last year they spent > 41,000,000 and were successful. The last Maine 
clean up cost < $100,000. 
  
Please JOIN US!!  It gets you out on the lake, meeting neighbors, exercise 
and maybe it will start a botany or environmental career if you are so 
inclined. Our rangers are  from teens to 80's.  We had some in their 90's. 
Training takes 4-5 hours and the inspection takes 2-4 hours depending on 
your section . You can do this inspection a bit at a time between July 1 and 
Sept 10. Few of us can identify all 11 plants. That is great if you can  but it 
is not necessary. As you get familiar with your area it becomes easier. A 
new plant moving into your area is probably just a natural plant from 
another section of the lake.All we need you to do is find that new plant in 
your area and report it to us. 
  



  
  
contact David Edsal edsalldw@aol.com 
 
other sources of info: 
 
MAINE VOLUNTEER LAKES MONITORING 
PROGRAM       VLMP 
http://www.mainevlmp.org/    These are our trainers it is a volunteer 
organization that lives off dues and some state grants. Please donate .  
Read more in their annual newsletter 
http://www.mainevlmp.org/mediaresources/the-water-column/ it is very 
informative 
 They help us on train for water quality . 
  
MAINE LAKES SOCIETY 
http://mainelakessociety.org/      This is the association of all the lake 
societies in Maine. They help us on any issue  to support the BPA. lie 
fundraising legal and technical support for web and newsletter etc.    



Watch their   3 minute video. It will make you feel good LAKE SMART 
VIDEO       http://mainelakessociety.org/2938-2/      Please donate. 
  
  
  
Meetings to consider attending    They will spice up your 
life! 
  
Maine lakes Society Winter meeting February 26, 2016 Belgrade 
maine 
  
 Winter IPP VLMP meeting March 18, 2016  Lewiston,  Maine 
  
 MLS Summer meeting June 25, 2016 Unity Maine             This is a 
very well attended meeting and educational and we will pay for you to go. 
  
VLMP summer meeting July 26, 2016  Pleasant Pond Turner Maine      
This is a very educational meeting and we will pay for you to go.	  


