
Loons - A Sign of a 

Healthy Lake 
 

Our 2017 Audubon loon count 
was held on Saturday, July 15th 
from 7:00 - 7:30 am.  We record-
ed 15 Adults and 0 Chicks for 
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2018 BLAI         

Annual Meeting 

Mark your calendar for this 
year’s Annual Meeting. 
Come greet new friends, 
socialize and learn about 
news and events happening 
around YOUR lake! 
 

Moore Community 

Center 

125 State Street 

Ellsworth, ME 

August 2, 2018 @ 

6:30 PM 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Branch Lake Association, Inc. is a 501c(3) non-profit organization founded to protect the water quality of the Branch Lake Watershed and is 
committed to the following: 

• Enhance water quality and the livability of the lake environment. 

• Threat response to the watershed’s health and well-being. 

• Work in concert with the Branch Lake Road Associations in an effort to obtain reasonable services and correct run-off problems that endanger 
water quality. 

Looking out for your 
Lake -  

Invasive Plant Patrol  

 Why do we need the IPP?   
Milfoil first appeared in the 
US in the 1990s and has 
spread through the northeast 
ever since. Some states like 
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P.O. Box 601 
Ellsworth, ME 04605 

branchpondme.com 
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A Letter From The 
President 

“Protecting Our Lake While 
Enhancing Our Lives”  

 

Greetings on behalf of the 
Branch Lake Association, 
Inc. Board (dba: Branch 
Pond Association).  We 
hope you all had an en-
joyable fall/winter and 
are looking forward to 
getting back to the lake 
for a wonderful 2018 sea-
son.  We have heard from 

Continued on page 2 

New Lake 

Wildlife?? 

 

Read all 

about “this 

little piggy” 

that wan-

dered into 

Pat Edsall’s 

yard. 

Story on 

page 7 
Continued on page 6 

Continued on page 7 

Photo by Walt Jonsson 

Photo by Pat Edsall 
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some of our year round resi-
dents that the lake completely 
froze this winter (“ice in”) for 
the first time in three years.  A 
few residents made their way 
out for ice fishing this year!  

Some of the highlights from a 
busy past year were: we en-
hanced our Invasive Plant 
Patrol (IPP) lake monitoring 
activities by buying improved 
water scopes;  initiated a pro-
gram for placing markers at 
the most dangerous sub-
merged lake rocks and placed 
8; completed and presented 
an analysis of our City prop-
erty taxes; approved the con-
cept and merchandise strate-
gy for a new lake map that 
will be available this year at 
the annual meeting (see be-
low); and, continued to im-
prove our financial position.  
Activities that we are under-
taking this year include: fin-
ishing the lake map, which 
will be provided to all mem-
bers at the annual meeting and 
available for sale to others; 

completing the lake marker 
placement; completing the re-
outfitting of the IPP volun-
teers; and, initiating a social 
program with several exciting 
events. 
The lake, and your Association, 
have never been healthier – but 
we are confronted by several 
challenges that I wanted to dis-
cuss with you.  
You will all recall the epic 
struggle our Association fought 
to ensure that the new State boat 
launch would have adequate in-
spections of all boats launching 
into our pristine lake in order to 
prevent invasive plant pollution.  
This system has worked quite 
well, with daily inspection cov-
erage for the vast majority of 
days that the launch is open.  
We are now threatened by a 
combination of a vastly increas-
ing number of renters at our lake 
and the existence of non-policed 
private boat launches with full 
access to lake roads.  We have 
over 41 such launches from 
Hanson’s Landing to the State 
boat launch.  And that is just a 
portion of the lake shoreline. 
This situation threatens our lake 
much more than the State boat 
launch ever did due to the abil-
ity to launch a non-inspected 
boat that could contain invasive 
plants.  We intend to work with 
the City of Ellsworth this year to 
determine a series of recommen-

dations and actions that will be 
presented at our annual meeting. 

Secondly, we ended last year 
with only 28% of the  300 
lakefront improved lots being 
paid Association members. 
This unfavorably compares to 
over 50% participation for 
our neighboring lakes.  Please 
consider joining and more 
importantly getting involved 
as a volunteer. Your life will 
be more fulfilled and you will 
meet great people.  And our 
lake will be better because of 
you. 

This August marks the end of 
my two-year term as Board 
President.  I have been hon-
ored to serve you and to con-
tinue building our Associa-
tion through a number of ini-
tiatives and successes. We 
look forward to your contin-
ued support in making a dif-
ference for our lake and its 
wonderful environment.   

 
Rand Griffin                                                                                                                 

BLAI President 

A Letter From The President (cont. from page 1) 

Our new 11”x17” Map of Branch Lake!  Each paid 

Association Member will receive a map at the Annual Meeting.  

Laminated and non-laminated versions will also be available for 

sale.  The map includes surrounding roads, lake depths, names 

of coves and islands, marker and dangerous rock locations, lake 

facts, history and important IPP information. A loon counter 

map and an IPP inspection map will also be available. 

Photo by Rick  Maltz 

Photo by George Parker 

Photo by Bob Beal 
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Aerial Photo - Terry Holland 
Branch Lake Association 2018 Summer Calendar 

July 

2 

Branch Lake Meet & Greet 
5:30PM drinks 
6:30PM dinner 
Lucerne Inn 

Come meet your neighbors for dinner and/or a drink!  BLAI has 
reserved the sun porch of The Lucerne Inn for this social gather-
ing.  Dinner/drinks are on you—the fun is on us!  
RSVP by June 15th to Kelly Maltz at kelly.r.maltz@gmail.com. 

July 

5 

Invasive Plant Patrol  
Rangers Meeting 
3:00PM  
248 Branchview Drive  
(1 mile west of state boat 
ramp—lots of flags) 

BLAI’s Invasive Plant Patrol Leader, David Edsall, will host an 
IPP Ranger meeting at his residence to review area assignments, 
ranger maps, and other important information.  Newcomers are 
encouraged to get involved in the program and help protect our 
lake! Contact him at edsalldw@aol.com. 

July 

21 

Annual Branch Lake Loon 
Count 
7:00AM-7:30AM 
Branch Lake 

Please join us for the Annual Loon Count on Branch Lake!  In co-
ordination with the National Audubon Society, BLAI organizes a 
full canvas of the lake to conduct our loon count.  For more infor-
mation, contact Chairperson Cathy Blair at:  
catbird710@gmail.com .  

July 

28 

VLMP Annual Lake  
Monitoring Conference 
9:00AM  
The Great Outdoors 
Turner, ME 

Attend the VLMP Annual Conference to learn more about the 
health of Maine’s lakes, and the status of this volunteer-led organ-
ization and their activities to monitor and protect over 200 of the 
states lakes. Visit mainevlmp.org for more details. 

Aug 

2 
 

BLAI Annual Meeting 
6:30PM  
Moore Community Center 
125 State Street  
Ellsworth, ME 

Join us for the BLAI Annual Meeting!  Come gather with friends,  
learn about future BLAI initiatives and the health of our lake.  Our 
featured speaker, Professor Ivan J. Fernandez, will discuss "Will 
Climate Change Come to Branch Lake, or is it Already Here"?  
Join us for a social at 6:30PM before our 7:00PM meeting start! 

Aug 

4 
 

Family Fun Day 

3:00PM– 7:00PM 

Sand Beach 
 

Enjoy a day of lake adventure and social 

activities including a Scavenger Hunt,  

Picnic, Pot Luck desserts, and a 50/50 

raffle to benefit BLAI.  Mark your 

calendar—more info to come!! 

Sailing regatta every Sunday afternoon all summer!  Contact Ralph at rgwhedon@dualmedia.com for details. 

Photo by George Parker 

Photo by Walt Jonsson 

Photo by Marsh Drucker 
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Branch Lake Association Membership 
Please support Branch Lake Association by renewing, or initiating, your membership.  Membership 
in the BLAI is an important way to remain connected to news about the lake and community events 
while supporting important initiatives focused on the health of our lake.  The Standard Membership 
fee is $20 per person, which includes one new 11”x 17” Branch Lake map.   

We encourage you or a member of your household to consider joining in 2018 at a premiere CLUB 
level, which includes membership plus the following incentives: 

$50 Trout Club - newsletter recognition and two Branch Lake maps 

$100 Salmon Club - newsletter recognition, three Branch Lake maps and a Branch Pond cinch bag 

$200 Loon Club - newsletter recognition, four Branch Lake maps and a Branch Pond tote bag 

$500 Eagle Leadership Circle - newsletter recognition, six Branch Lake maps, a Branch Pond tote 
bag and one Branch Lake coffee mug 

Membership fees are per individual (not household). Maps and other incentives will be distributed 
at the Annual Meeting.   

Please return the enclosed envelope with your payment for each member, indicat-
ing the desired membership level and updated contact information, by June 1st to: 

Branch Lake Association      c/o Pat Edsall, PO Box 601, Ellsworth, ME 04605 
 

Thank you to all 2017 Members who contributed above the Standard Level  
(see page 5 for recognition). 

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/branchpondme    •    Follow us on Instagram @BranchPondME 

The International Space Station (ISS) flew over Branch Lake in Ellsworth, Maine on July 25, 2017. This amazing photo was 

taken by Chris Benamati, nephew of Sue McKay of Branchview North. 

 

This was a really fun picture to take. My dad had been track-

ing the space station with a smartphone app, so we knew 

when it would be passing over the lake. The weather was 

almost perfect--a cool night, with clear air and few clouds--

ideal conditions for taking long exposures. We trooped out to 

the dock after sunset and set up the tripod. I used an 11 mm 

lens to catch the wide-angle view. After a few test shots, we 

set the camera for a sequence of 30 second exposures and 

waited. 

 

The station came over the lake exactly as predicted, and we 

started shooting. The resulting image is a composite of nine 

individual 30-second exposures, with the star-field rotated in 

each exposure to stack the light of the stars on top of each-

other (compensating for the earth's rotation). We hope you 

enjoy!  

Oh the things you can see on a clear night in Maine... 
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Aerial Photo - Terry Holland 

Membership Recognition 

Thank you to those who contributed above the standard membership 

fee level AND thanks to our many volunteers!! 

LEADERS IN GIVING    

EAGLE LEADERSHIP CIRCLE—

$500 

Rand Griffin   

LOON CLUB—$200 Robert Dietz Mikelle Lane  

SALMON CLUB—$100 Laurie Atwater 

Brian Blair 

Cathy Blair 

Paul Burr 

Patricia Corey 

Phillip Dietz 

Dick Dudley 

David Edsall 

Pat Edsall 

Brad Fletcher 

Griffin Family LLC 

Sara Hessler 

Kelly Maltz 

Rick Maltz 

Nancy Morris 

Stone-Sugarloaf LLC 

Cheryl Verrill 

Ellen Whalen 

John Whitworth 

Pilar Whitworth 

James Willey, Jr 

Mary Wright 

TROUT CLUB—$50 Lynne Beal 

Bob Beal 

Bud DiFluri 

Joan DiFluri 

Valerie Doebler 

Debra French 

Lynn French 

John Gabranski 

Rodney Gillespie 

Philip Hammersley 

Susannah Hammersley 

Bruce Hardy 

Erika Higgins 

William Higgins 
Barb Jonsson 

Charlotte Lewis 

Gary Lewis 

John Lyons 

John McGill 

Diane Newcomb-Moore 

Jean Sosnaud 

Jeffrey Sosnaud 

LOON COUNT  

VOLUNTEERS 

Joey Labrie 

Brad and Leslie 

Fletcher 

Susannah and Phil 

Hammersley 

Walt and Barb 

Jonsson 

Kim Skaves and 

Nancy Morris 

 

Steve and Tina Osborn 

Terry and Jane 

Holland 

Kathy Pitman 

Ann Becker 

Peter and Deborah 

Landry 

Sandy Hillman 

 

Brenda Hopkins 

Valerie Doebler 

Ryan and Susan Goan 

Marsh Drucker 

Kathy Pinkham 
Kelly and Rick Maltz 

David and Pat Edsall 

Brian and Cathy Blair 

IPP RANGERS See page 6   

Names in BOLD above indicate members who contributed monetarily above the standard level 
AND also volunteered their time counting loons or on IPP. Special thanks to them!! 
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New York and Vermont did nothing for a 
decade until the plant had destroyed more 
than a dozen lakes. What happens is that the 
lake becomes so thick with these plants that 
swimming, boating and fishing become dan-
gerous or nearly impossible.  The plants can 
destroy metal pipes in boats, and can also 
wash up on the shore, rotting and stinking.  
A lake infested with milfoil or other invasive 
plants can significantly impact property val-
ues.  Let’s not let that happen to us! 
What is the IPP Ranger program?    
In the late 1990s, Maine responded to the 
milfoil crisis by creating the Maine Volun-
teer Lakes Monitoring Program (VLMP) and 
the Maine Lakes Societies (MLS).  With the 
help of VLMP, in 2001 Don and Anne 
Hayes trained a group of IPP Rangers. This 
was the first such program in Maine. Our 
lake is divided into 26 sections and each sec-
tion is inspected by two Rangers. Some criti-
cal sections are inspected three times. Don 
ran the IPP program until 2013 when David 
Edsall took it over, growing the group from 
15 to the current level of 26 volunteers.  For 
the 15th consecutive year, BLAI Rangers 
have inspected 100% of our lake! Of the 
original Rangers, only Don, Anne and Mar-
cia Drucker were still volunteering in 2017. 
Don and Anne “retired” last year leaving 
Marcia as the sole original Ranger. Several 
others like Sue Rylander and Bob Beal are 
carrying on the tradition of their parents.   
Who were our 2017 Rangers?   
Susan Bailey deserves a triple shout out for 
inspecting three sections of the lake. Sandy 
Hillman, John and Carol Gabranski, 

Joyce Labrie, Paul and Sue Rylander, 
Carol Robertson, and Nancy Morris each 
covered two sections. Rounding out the vol-
unteers are Bob Beal, Judy Blood, Marcia 
Drucker, Barb Griffin, Terry Holland, 
Barb Jonsson, Kathy Pitman, Paul 
Shapiro (who snorkeled his section) and 
Chris Warack.  John Wedin, who works for 
the Ellsworth Water department, inspected 
four sections.  
How can I help?   

All you need 
is a shallow 
boat or snor-
kel and the 
ability to tell 
the differ-
ence be-
tween a se-
dan, station 

wagon, SUV, pickup truck and a dump 
truck. It’s that easy.  It takes 4-8 hours for an 
individual to be trained. Then, sometime in 
July or August, spend 1 to 3 hours complet-
ing an inspection of one of the 26 sections of 
the lake.  To join our merry band of Rangers, 
contact edsalldw@aol.com.  You can still 
help even if you are not a Ranger. If you see 
some new plant life in the lake, let me know. 
We can have it identified. The earlier we 
catch a threat, the cheaper it is to eradicate. 
Students receive community service credit 
hours, and it’s great on college applications! 
Help keep Branch Lake clean and safe! 
 

David Edsall 
BLAI IPP Ranger Director 

Invasive Plant Patrol Report (cont. from page 1) 

Featured Speaker  at 2018 BLAI Annual Meeting 
Don’t miss hearing Professor Ivan J. Fernandez from the School of Forest 

Resources, Climate Change Institute, and School of Food and Agriculture 

at the University of Maine discuss “Will Climate Change Come to Branch 

Lake, or is it Already Here”?  He was made a Distinguished Maine Pro-

fessor in 2007, CASE/Carnegie in Washington DC named him Professor 

of the Year for Maine in 2008, and was named a fellow in the Soil Sci-

ence Society of America in 2010.  Mark your calendar for Aug 2nd! 

mailto:edsalldw@aol.com
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Story courtesy of Pat Edsall, Branchview Drive— the infamous pig of Branch Lake.   
I was on my porch with my dog and he started barking at something in the bushes in front of the 
lake.  I really couldn’t see exactly what it was, just movement of something rather large,  relatively 
speaking.  Something then came out of the bushes, but it was still unclear as to what it actually was.  
I called David out to see as it revealed itself, and sure enough, it was a pig.  I made a call to Hap-
pytown Farm to see if they were missing a pig (they were not!). A couple of hours later, two teenag-
ers from up the road rang my doorbell asking if I had seen a pig.  Apparently, they had won him at a 
fair.  His name was Jimmy and he was 3 months old.  As the word got out,  many people on 
Branchview Drive were on the lookout for Jimmy, concerned that he would be lost in the woods 
and be in danger of tangling with other wildlife.  No one could locate him, but 24 hours later, Jim-
my showed up back at his home, completely unscathed and none the worse for the wear! 

this year, up from the 13 Adults recorded in 2016.  There was at least one active nest on Pickerel Cove 
with two eggs laid.  One egg was pirated and the other abandoned.  After speaking with Diane Winn of 
Avian Haven, she suggested delivering the egg to her center in Freedom, Maine.  They attempted to 
incubate the egg, but with no luck.  We had a clear day for our count and the lake was fully monitored 
in 19 sections by volunteers (see page 5).  Great job everyone and welcome to our new volunteers! A 
special thank you to Gloria DeAngelis, Doris Johnston, Don and Anne Hayes, Joan Downey, Ju-
dith Babcock and Beverly Curtis—all retired after many years of service counting our loons.     
Our bird counting work is important for many reasons.  In the fabulous book, The Living Bird, John W. 
Fitzpatrick wrote: 
"But it is birds' ability to help us gauge the state of the natural world that takes our simple wonder to 
another level.  Birds can tell us how well- or how poorly- we have managed the world in which we 
live.  Because many birds are closely adapted to the conditions of specific habitats, their populations 
can serve as ‘barometers’ for the condition of their landscape". 

The 2018 Annual Loon Count will be held on Saturday, July 21st at 7:00 am.  
THIS COULD BE YOU: I am also looking for an enthusiast to take over my position for the 2019 
loon count year and beyond.  To volunteer in 2018 or discuss chairing this activity in 2019, contact me 
at catbird710@gmail.com. It's fun, it's easy and it's important! 
 
Cathy Blair 
BLAI Annual Loon Count Chairperson 

New Lake Wildlife (cont. from page 1) 

Loons (cont. from page 1)  

The Four Seasons of Branch Lake—Thank you for the photo submissions from: Kelly Maltz, Rosemary Robbins, Walt Jonsson, and Cathy Blair. 

mailto:catbird710@gmail.com


 

Branch Lake Association 

P.O. Box 601 
Ellsworth, ME 04605 

Newsletter Editor: Holly Griffin 

Thanks to all who submitted photos and stories.  Visit branchpondme.com to view more! 

 

Branch Lake Association Merchandise 
Thank you to the more than 50 Branch Lake residents, summer people, and visitors who have pur-
chased over $2,000 worth of merchandise. We have been using CafePress on-line for the past two 
years with great success, and are happy to report excellent reviews regarding the products, the deliv-
ery, and the customer service.  
Remember, every purchase  helps our Association keep Branch Lake “the way it should be.” 

Shop today for a wide variety of terrific Branch Lake, or even Branch Pond, 
products at www.cafepress.com/branchlakeshop.   

http://www.cafepress.com/branchlakeshop

